
How Property Passes at Death
Transfer of Assets

Deed 
 
•

 
Property owned jointly with survivorship rights
passes to the surviving joint owner.

Contract 
 
•

 
A life insurance policy is an example of a
contract that pays death benefits to a named
beneficiary.

Will 
 
•

 
All remaining property is distributed according
to the terms of the will.

Law 
 
•

 
If you have no will, the remaining property is
distributed according to state intestacy law.

.




